The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
Act V (Page 1130-1145)
	CCR Question #1: What does the text say? (Answer the following questions)

	1. What prevents Friar John from delivering the letter to Romeo?
2. Why does Paris attack Romeo at the Capulets’ tomb?
3. Why is the friar so anxious to leave the tomb (p. 1141)?

4. How do the bodies of Paris, Romeo, and Juliet all end up in the Capulets’ tomb? 

5.  Explain how each character loses his or her life.



	CCR Question #2: How does the text say it?

	Resolution
	In Shakespearean drama, the resolution, or final plot stage, occurs in the last act.  Describe the events that make up the resolution of this tragedy.  Do you think this sequence of events brings the play to a satisfying conclusion?  Explain.



	Making Judgments

	In the play’s final speech, Price Escalus declares, “Some shall be pardoned, and some punished.”  If you were the ruler of Verona, whom would you pardon, and whom would you punish?  Explain.


	Soliloquy
	Identify a soliloquy in Act Five.  Citing specific lines from the play, explain what you learn about the character who is speaking.


	Tragedy
	In a tragedy, the hero or heroine usually has a character flaw that leads to his or her downfall.  Is this true of Romeo and Juliet?  Cite evidence from the tragedy to support your explanation.


	Theme
	Many of the themes in The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet are universal, meaning they are still relevant today.  Examine the values and experiences shown, and think about how each is presented in The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet and state how each topic is conveyed as a theme in the play.
Value or Experience                Statement of Theme

Fate                                            There are forces in life over which people have no control.
Family ties

Friendship

Love



	Critical Interpretation
	About The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, the critic F.M. Dickey maintains, “love overshadows [hate] dramatically, since it is the passion of the protagonists and since Shakespeare has lavished his most moving poetry upon the love scenes.”  Do you agree?  Support your conclusion with evidence.
Is love stronger than hate?


	Language
	(p. 1130) Paraphrase lines 1-11.  What part of Romeo’s seemingly happy dream foreshadows the tragic events to come? 

(p. 1132) Character: What does Romeo mean in line 34?  Explain whether he thoughtfully considers his options or plunges immediately into action.
(p. 1134) Explain what you learn about the friar’s new plan in this soliloquy.  Why is it essential that the friar reach Juliet before Romeo does?  
(p. 1136) Reread lines 25-39 and think about how tragedies usually end for the main characters.  Paraphrase the two reasons Romeo gives for going into the tomb.  What third reason does he hint at?
(p. 1137) Consider what you know about Romeo’s traits and flaws.  Is Romeo at fault for fighting Paris?  Why or why not?
(p. 1139) Language Coach: In line 125, yond is short for yonder, meaning “over there.”  Why is yond better than yonder in this line?
(p. 1144) Reread lines 291-295.  On what does the prince blame all the deaths?  What theme, or message, might this passage suggest?




	CCR Question #3: What does the text mean?

	


	CCR Question #4: So what? How does this text connect to your life and the lives of others?

	Can you think of a young person, real or fictional, who met a violent or tragic end?  What comparisons can you make with Romeo and Juliet?  What parts of the drama still resonate in modern life and art?
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