The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
Act IV (Page 1114-1128)
	CCR Question #1: What does the text say? (Answer the following questions)

	1. What reason does Paris give for Lord Capulet’s decision?
2. At first, what does Juliet believe is the only solution to her problem?
3. What plan does Friar Laurence devise for Juliet, and what reservations does Juliet have about this plan?



	CCR Question #2: How does the text say it?

	Inference
	If the nurse had accompanied Juliet to Friar Laurence’s cell, do you think Juliet would have made a different decision?  Explain.



	Making Judgments

	Do you feel sympathy for the Capulets, the nurse, and Paris when they express grief over Juliet’s death?  Why or why not?

	Dramatic Irony
	Dramatic irony exists when the reader or viewer knows something that one or more of the characters do not.  Find three examples of dramatic irony in Act Four.  Explain how these ironic moments contribute to the building tension in the play.
1.

2.
3.



	Protagonist and Antagonist
	If Romeo and Juliet are the protagonists of this play, who or what is the antagonist?  Keep in mind that an antagonist can be a character, a group of characters, a set of circumstances, or even society as a whole.  Use details from the play to support your answer.


	Comic Relief
	The humorous exchange between Peter and the musicians at the end of Act Four is an example of comic relief.  It lightens the mood after the grief-filled speeches that follow the discovery of Juliet’s body.  If you were producing a stage or film version of The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, would you cut this passage, or do you think it serves an important purpose?  Explain.


	Perspective
	How might older and younger audiences differ in their assessment of Romeo’s and Juliet’s actions?  Explain your opinion, citing specific actions and interactions in the play.



	Language
	(p. 1114) What is the friar’s real motive for wanting to slow down the wedding preparations? 

(p. 1117) Language Coach: The words council and counsel are easy to confuse.  One means “advice” or “to advise”; the other refers to a group of people who advise, administrate or govern.  Which is which?  What does counsel mean in line 61?”
(p. 1119) What is ironic about Capulet’s praise of Friar Laurence?  
(p. 1120) Think about how the plot of this tragedy is unfolding.  What does moving the wedding up by one day do to Friar Laurence’s plan?
(p. 1122) In her anxious state, what does Juliet suspect about Friar Laurence’s motives for giving her the potion?  Do you think she really believes this to be true?  Explain.
(p. 1127) Pun: Reread lines 96-99.  The musician is talking about the case for his instrument.  What “case” is the nurse referring to?



	CCR Question #3: What does the text mean?

	


	CCR Question #4: So what? How does this text connect to your life and the lives of others?

	Do you believe in fate?  Explain your opinion by giving real-life examples.
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