The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
Act III (Page 1088-1112)
	CCR Question #1: What does the text say? (Answer the following questions)

	1. How is Romeo accidentally responsible for Mercutio’s death?

2. Why does Prince Escalus banish Romeo from Verona?
3. Why does Romeo think banishment is a worse punishment than death?
4. What promise does Lord Capulet make to Paris?

5. What does Lady Capulet think Juliet is crying about?

6. Why does Lord Capulet become so enraged with Juliet?




	CCR Question #2: How does the text say it?

	Conflict
	What event in Act Three causes the most problems/conflicts for Romeo and Juliet?  Cite evidence to support your answer. 



	Motivation

	What is Romeo’s motive does Romeo have for not wanting to fight Tybalt?  Who else knows about this motive?

What is his motivation for killing Tybalt?  

What are the consequences for his actions?

Citing evidence, explain whether you think Romeo’s behavior is justified revenge or a disastrous mistake.



	Allusion
	An allusion is an indirect reference to a famous person, place, event, or literary work.
Find 2 allusions in Act Three.  Describe what each allusion is in reference to and explain what each mean.
1st allusion:

In reference to:

It means:

2nd allusion:

In reference to:

It means:



	Evaluate Characters
	Compare and contrast behaviors of the nurse and Friar Laurence in Act Three.  On the basis of their actions and interactions with other characters, which of the two would you trust more if you were Romeo or Juliet?  Explain citing evidence from the play.


	Text Criticism
	In the first three acts of The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet, both the Chorus and the characters make frequent references to the role of fate in life.  How does this notion of fate differ from contemporary views?
Do people still think this way today?  Explain your answer.


	Language
	In scene 1, what curse does Mercutio repeat three times?  Explain what this ominous curse might foreshadow.
(p. 1094) Why does Lady Capulet think Benvolio is lying?  Paraphrase the accusation she makes, and explain what she begs the prince to do.
(p. 1095) Etymology: The word amerce (scene 1, line 183), meaning “punish,” is rare today.  It comes from the Old French phrase a merci, which means “completely in the power of.”  What common English word in line 190 is also related to this French expression?  
(p. 1095) Paraphrase lines 1-7.  Why does Juliet allude to Phoebus and Phaeton in this soliloquy?
(p. 1096) How is Juliet’s belief that her new husband is dead an example of dramatic irony?

(p. 1097) Compare Juliet’s initial reactions to the news of Tybalt’s death with her response to the nurse in lines 90-95.  What internal conflict is Juliet wrestling with in this scene?
(p. 1103) Despite Romeo and Juliet’s anguish, their problem at this point seems solvable.  Summarize the plan that has been made to resolve their dilemma.
(p. 1104) Predict how Juliet will react to the news that her parents have promised her to Paris.  How might this turn of events add to the play’s mounting conflict?

(p. 1112) How has Juliet’s relationship with the nurse changed?  Citing details from their interactions, explain the main reason for the change.




	CCR Question #3: What does the text mean?

	


	CCR Question #4: So what? How does this text connect to your life and the lives of others?

	Romeo and Juliet both act impulsively, and their rush to love and marriage is a major cause of their downfall.  Yet several adults in the drama complicate the situation with their actions, advice, words, and decisions.  How do adults make life more difficult for teenagers?  Should adults ever be held more responsible for the impulsive decisions of young people?  Explain your opinion with real life examples.
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