The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet
Act II (Page 1064-1086)
	CCR Question #1: What does the text say? (Answer the following questions)

	1. What attracted Romeo and Juliet to each other?

2. Who challenges Romeo to a duel, and why?
3. On page 1068, line 33, what does Juliet ask Romeo to do and what does she promise to do?

4. What important message from Romeo does the nurse bring to Juliet?




	CCR Question #2: How does the text say it?

	Conflicts
	Examine the events of Act Two.  Which events seem most crucial in escalating the conflicts of the plot?  

What theme seems to be emerging?  Explain your answers.



	Inferences

	Why do Romeo and Juliet rush to get married after declaring their love?  Support your inference with evidence from the text.  

Explain whether you think the young lovers get married too soon, and why or why not.


	Soliloquy and
Aside
	Identify at least one soliloquy and one aside in Act Two.  Explain what each example reveals about the character speaking.
Soliloquy:

What it reveals:

Aside:

What it reveals:



	Character Development
	Compare Romeo’s behavior before he meets Juliet with his behavior after they declare their love for each other.  What do you learn about Romeo’s character from the change in his behavior?



	Author’s Style
	Shakespeare is often praised for his masterly use of figurative language, or language that communicates ideas beyond the ordinary, literal meaning of words.  Find two examples of particularly striking figurative language in Act Two and explain what makes each example effective.



	Language
	In lines 8-11 (p. 1066), Shakespeare creates rhythm through parallelism, or the use of similar grammatical structures to express related ideas.  Identify what creates this structure in these lines.
(p. 1069) Character: Reread lines 75-78 and explain what Romeo means.  Is he seriously considering death or is he exaggerating?  Explain.
(p. 1073) Etymology: Cherish comes from the Latin root carus, meaning “dear; valued.” What does cherishing mean in line 184?  How can someone kill by cherishing?
(p. 1076) Why does Friar Laurence agree to marry Juliet despite his worry that Romeo falls in love too easily?  Explain the friar’s motives.
(p. 1083) What do Juliet’s allusions to Venus and to Cupid emphasize about her state of mind as she waits for the nurse to return?

(p. 1086) Consider what you know about Shakespearean tragedy.  Do you think Romeo will take the advice Friar Laurence gives him in lines 9-15?  Explain.
(p. 1086) A paradox is a seemingly contradictory statement that nevertheless expresses a truth.  How is the thought expressed by Friar Laurence in line 37 a paradox?  Be sure to explain the truth that his statement reveals.




	CCR Question #3: What does the text mean?

	


	CCR Question #4: So what? How does this text connect to your life and the lives of others?

	Do you believe that teen-agers can be truly in love?  Explain your opinion.
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